
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 Please join me in further reflection on the Sacrament of Baptism.  The Gospels of 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke each introduce the adult Jesus of Nazareth and the start of his Public 

Ministry with the event of His Baptism in the Jordan River by John.   

 The Gospel of Mark begins by introducing John as “baptizing in the wilderness and 

preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.” (Mark 1:4).  The general meaning 

of the Greek word baptize means “to dip, plunge or immerse.” In the context of this passage, 

John was conducting a kind of ritual bath which was a common practice in Judaism at that time. 

Clearly John is presented, not only as one who we already know from Luke’s Gospel as a 

relative of Jesus, but as a true prophet in the tradition of Judaism.  John has been called to deliver 

a message that the coming of the promised redeemer of Israel was imminent and that people need 

to repent of their sins and turn their lives around.  John’s was no formulaic preaching, but rather 

an impassioned exhortation from “The voice of one crying in the wilderness:  Prepare the way of 

the Lord; Make straight His paths.”   

 As the people come to hear John’s preaching and confess their sins, they are plunged or 

immersed into the water by John.  As they come up from the water, it is thought that some saw 

visions in the heavens or had a deeply spiritual and emotional reaction to the entire experience.   

 Amidst this gathering, Jesus too comes and presents himself to be baptized (plunged, 

immersed) by John as well.  We are all familiar with John’s protest, “I need to be baptized by 

You and You are coming to me?” Jesus insists and John does as Jesus asks.  The Gospel is clear 

as to what happens when Jesus comes up out of the water:  
  “In the Jordan, You were baptized O Lord, and the worship of the Trinity was  

               Manifest.  The voice of the Father, calling you beloved Son.  And the Holy  

   Spirit, in the form of a dove, confirmed the truthfulness of His word.  O Christ 

   Our God, You have revealed Yourself and have enlightened the world.   

   Glory to You.” Tropar for the feast of Theophany, Byzantine Rite  

Here, the Byzantine Hymn, as chanted at our Ukrainian Catholic Church of St. John the Baptist. 

That is, the “Manifestation of God” as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  The Baptism of Christ is 

celebrated in the Roman Church on the Sunday after Epiphany.  In the Eastern Church, it is 

observed on January 6 and accompanied by a Solemn Blessing of Holy Water.   

 Whether we are Catholics of the East or of the West, however, we all share in the 

Baptism of Christ.  The Baptism ceremonies of all of the twenty-two Rites of the Church capture 

in prayer, ritual and symbol the truth that each of us is created in God’s own image and that the 

voice of God the Father calls each of us beloved daughter or beloved son.  Likewise, by Baptism 

we become adopted daughters and sons of God and thereby share in the Baptism of Christ, the 

Only Begotten Son of the Father.  Moreover, the Holy Spirit confirms and seals the truthfulness 

of our call and our gift of adoption as that same Spirit empowers us to live the life of a faithful 

child of God and disciple of Christ.  We will continue our reflections by considering the symbols 

and Ritual of the Sacrament of Baptism.  In the unity of our sacramental life in Baptism, 

Fr. Jim Morris (stjnsalem624@gmail.com) 

 

 


